
 

Mid 1930s 

 

Modern Western 

Square Dancing 

 is born 

somewhere  

in the U. S. of A. 
 



Fathers of Modern Square Dancing in 

Manitoba 

In the late 1940s, Charlie Ward and Don Campbell 

learned about Square Dancing in the USA and brought it 

to Winnipeg.  They began by teaching friends in 

basements. 

Charlie Ward started the Circle Four Club and Don 

Campbell started a group at the Y.W.C.A. which 

eventually became the Whir1-i-Peg Club. 

In 1952 the Winnipeg Junior Chamber of Commerce 

organized the first Square Dance Jamboree held in the 

city and twenty one clubs participated, nine of which were 

still active in 1967 when Dick Carson wrote his article for 

the 1967 (January) issue of Sets in Order. 

The Jamboree resulted in a decision to organize a 

coordinating group in the area. The group was called the 

"Folk Dance Federation of Manitoba (Eastern Division) 

and Charlie Ward was the first President.  

First constitution was adopted Sat Sept. 26, 1953. 



In 1953 

 

Folk Dance Federation 

 of Manitoba 

 (Eastern Division) 

Was formed 



1953 

 

The Manitoba Square 

Dancer 

Newsletter 

Was first published 





LIST OF INSTRUCTORS AND CALLERS 

WINNIPEG 1957 - 58 
 

Anderson, Doug 

W. Barfoot, Al 

Bernes, Art 

Brattston, Walt 

Carson, Dick 

Crockett, A1  

Dayton, Joe  

Downie, Ron 

Etwick, Ursula 

Gandy, Frank 

Cross, Harry 

Holmes, Joe 

Hugo, Irene 

Kostuck, Ellie 

Lansdown, 

Maurice 

Livingstone, Thora 

Martin, Doug 

Moran, Les 

Nelson, Reg 

Popham, Hugh 

Scrimgeour, 

George 

Spetz, Thord 

Tough, Lil

Almond, Ralph 

Barkwell, Stew 

Bingham, C1int 

Brattston, Kitty 

Casper, Bill 

Croome, J.Gord 

de Wolf, Jack 

Donald, Phil 

Fisher, Don 

Gandy, Harold 

Griffin, C1iff 

Home, Bill 

Hill, Gord/Isobel 

Kostuck, Paul 

Latta, Bob 

MacDonald, Roy 

Martin, Hazel 

Morton, Harold 

O'Sullivan, Jerry 

Ritch, Bob 

Shandre, John 

Thompson, Jim 

Van Every, Jack 

Angus, Bert 

Battley, Stan/Alma 

Blythe, Alan 

Bush, Hector 

Co11ins, Will 

Dale, George 

Dick, Bob/Marg 

Dowton, Ed 

Fleming, Ted 

Grauls, Gus 

Henwood, Lorne 

Huggins, Margaret 

Jones, Cy 

Lammiman, May 

Leitkie, Chuck 

MacGuire, Bruce 

Martin, Ken 

McCu1lough, Reg 

Pear son, Bob 

Ritch, Jessie 

Sharp, Wilf 

Thompson, Scotty 

Ward, Charles 

Bailey, Ralph 

Bayley, Ken 

Brattston, Walt 

Cal thorpe, 

Norm Corder, 

Emi1 

Daycock, Wm. 

Dobie, Eric 

Elwick, Neville 

Fromson, Mort 

Gray, Ed 

Hill, Don 

Hugo, Colin 

King, June 

Larkin, H. 

Little, Jack 

Malenfant, Vie 

Montgomery, 

Don 

McNeill, Ted 

Place, Bob 

Rutherford, Al 

Smith, Bill 

Thompson, Ara 

Webb, Jack 
 



1957 

 

First Round 

Dance Club 

 

Called  

Roundelay 







1961 
 

 

 

The Square Dance Callers Association 

of Manitoba 

 

Is formed 
 



A new Association has been formed under the name of 

 "The Square Dance Callers Association of Manitoba." 

Purpose:  

The promotion of better Square Dancing in co-operation with 

the Square Dance Federation of Manitoba. 

Self Improvement Program for Callers and Instructors.  

Acceptance of Movements. 

Acceptance of Basic Instruction. 

To help Callers enjoy the help and fellowship of the Callers in 

this area. 

ORGANIZATION 

Members shall be Callers and Instructors.  

Fees shall be $5.00 per year for Membership. 

Meetings will be held the 4th Sunday of each month, in the 

afternoon at 1:30 p.m. at the Crescentwood Community Centre. 

The Callers will not sponsor dances, but will concentrate on the 

education and promotion of Callers. 

No member of the Callers Association Executive will be allowed to 

hold office on the Square Dance Federation Executive during the 

same year. 

EXECUTIVE (elected on Aug. 15, 1961, at the Callers Meeting) 

President.................Jack Van Every 

Vice-President........Bert Angus 

Secretary................ Irene Hugo 

Treasurer.................Hammy Morton 



May 31, 1962 - . June 2, 1962   THIRD INTERNATIONAL 

CONVENTION - New Marlborough Hotel Winnipeg.  Thursday 

evening dancing, Friday & Saturday Workshops & dancing. 

Banquet Saturday evening.  

 

March, 1963... There are approximately 1,800 registered 

members in the Eastern Division of the Square Dance 

Federation of Manitoba. 

 

Fall of 1966.  THE STETSON STRUTTERS SQUARE 

DANCE CLUB, OTTAWA, ONT are sponsoring a square dance 

train tentatively scheduled to leave Halifax June 24th, 1967, and 

return to Halifax on July 8th.  One of the reasons this train of 

Square dancers travelled across Canada was to promote the 

possibility of a Canadian Federation of Square and Round 

dancers from coast to coast! 

 

1967 Centennial Year, the 8th International was here June 1st, 

2nd & 3rd, 510 couples registered.   

 

April 68 - Round dance clubs in Winnipeg.  The oldest club, the 

"Roundelay" organized in 1954, The Meri-Mixers Club, St. 

Vital Tuesday Nighters, The Happy Pairs, St. James Dance-A-

Round, and Ring-A-Rounds in Transcona. 

 

 



1967 

 

Centennial Year 

8th International 

 Square and Round Dance 

In Winnipeg 

June 1st, 2nd & 3
rd

 

510 couples registered 









1970 

The Manitoba Square 

Dancer 

Renamed 

Manisquare 

 



St. James Civic Centre 
For the season of 1970 - 71 the Federation monthly dances 

will be held in St. James Civic Centre.  

After years of dancing in Weston School, where there was  

lots of floor space, 

and the sound was good  

AND there was a balcony that was great to watch from. 

 It was finally decided to move to new quarters where there 

was no parking problem, 

 smoking was allowed, 

 there was a canteen 

 and a kitchen we could use. 

 It had one drawback for several years the sound was poor; 

needless to say, we got lots of flak about that! 

 

MANISQUARE 

OCTOBER, 1970 saw our newsletter with a brand new 

masthead, used to this day MANISQUARE.   

 



MANITOBA SQUARE & ROUND DANCE CONVENTION 

The first was in the Garden City Collegiate, (1971) 

the second one was in Gladstone,  

third in Portage la Prairie,  

4th at the Marlborough Hotel,  

5th was held in Brandon,  

6th Convention, November, 1976, came back to Winnipeg, 

again in the Marlborough Hotel and sponsored by the Airway 

Reelers, Bourkevale, and Whirlaway Westerners,  

Manitoba's 7th, in 1977 was sponsored by Neepawa,  

8th was held in the St. James Collegiate.   

That was the last. 

 



1976 

First Crocus Dance 

April 29 to May 1
st 

1976 

Featuring: 

Beryl Main of Colorado 

Gary Shoemake of Nebraska 



THE WINNIPEG CROCUS FESTIVAL, 

Back in June 1974, a group of 8 couples got together with the 

express purpose of forming a committee to bring to Winnipeg 

some of the top level callers in North America.   

INTERNATIONAL SQUARE & ROUND DANCE 

CONVENTION - 16th held at Brandon June 12. 13, & 14/1975. 

KENORA COUNTRY COUSINS 

 sponsored the first of their Autumn Frolics - a week-end of 

dancing, eating and partying with Joe Johannson and Dick 

Rueter of Duluth. 

PAWS-N-TAWS JAMBOREE 

 with Phil Roy at Windsor Park Collegiate Jan 30/76.   

OCTOBER 23, 1976 - SASHAY 8's SILVER ANNIVERSARY 

dance - Norberry C. C. 

2nd CROCUS FESTIVAL coming up with Gary Shoemake and 

Jerry Helt, at the Winnipeg Convention Centre. 

 



1978 
 

FIRST CANADIAN SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE 

CONVENTION 

 

Edmonton  

August 17, 18, and 19 1978. 

 

6400 dancers attended 



FIRST CANADIAN NATIONAL 

Square and Round Dance Convention 

Edmonton, Aug. 17, 18, 19 1978. 

Caravan is being planned to attend with Thor Sigurdson and 

the "Yellowhcad" Caravan.  A group of dancers leaving with 

Thor & Marv Sigurdson will be travelling as a Camping and 

Dancing Caravan across "Northern Canada" to Edmonton.  

The plan to the present time:   

August 10, Winnipeg, Man.  

11th Neepawa,  

12th, Yorkton,  

14th Saskatoon,  

15th Lloydminister  

16th Edmonton.  

There were 6400 dancers who attended the National at 

Edmonton. 

The Northwest Territories had 46 members from one club 

present at the convention, and one club from Calgary had 70. 

There were dancers from Tennessee, Nebraska, Ohio, 

California, New Zealand, Australia, England, and one of the 

highlights was the calling of Lofty Yamasad from Tokyo, Japan 

 



1978 
Canadian Square and Round 
Dance Society Was formed. 

First Convention was in Edmonton 1978 
мфту 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 
мфул hǘǘŀǿŀΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
мфун IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ 
мфуп ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΣ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ 
мфус /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 
мфуу IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
мффл ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ 
мффн ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΣ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ 
мффп IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ 
мффс 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 
мффу hǘǘŀǿŀΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
нллл ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ 
нллн {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΣ bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ 
нллп /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΣ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 
нллс aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΣ vǳŜōŜŎ 
нллу [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ 
нлмл IŀƭƛŦŀȄΣ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ 
2012 None 
2014 Ottawa, Ontario 

2016 Regina, Saskatchewan 
2018 London, Ontario 
(Scheduled)



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING May 13 1978 

Past President Syd & Edna Lentle 

President  Bob & Ev Geyson 

1st Vice-President  Bob & Lorna Mack 

2nd Vice-President  Elmer & Eileen Greenslade 

Treasurer  Linda & Allan Hayden 

Secretary  Doug & Dorothy McLaren 

 

COMMITTEES 

Special Events  Colin & Joan Lewis  

Publicity  Paul & Elite Kostuck  

Subscription Secretary  Irene Hugo  

Manisquare  Evan & Peter Blyth 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Airway Peelers  Frank & Gladys Wheeler 

Allemande 8s  John & Lorraine Kozera 

Belles & Beaux  Doug & Dorothy McLaren 

Bourkevale  Bob & Lorna Mack 

Cardinal 8's  Fred Chernoff and Norm Currie 

Carman Bar 8's-  Alan & Ollie McCullough 

Frontier Flutterwheels  Allan & Linda Hayden 

Kenora Country Cousins  Bert Alcock 

Meri-Mixer R.D.C.  Peter & Eva Blyth 

Paws-N-Taws  Colin & Joan Lewis 

Portage Pairs & Squares  Elmer & Eileen Greenslade 

Red River Wheelers (Selkirk) Fred Barnett & Lorraine Bilinski 

Sashay Eights  Bill Bateman & Harry Gunnlaugson 

Swinging 69'ers  Paul Kostuck & George Ricard 

Treherne Triple T's  Lyle & Mabel Marks 

Unicity  Joe Johannson & Ernie Corder 

Whirlaway Westerners  Bob & Ev Geyson 

Whiteshell Whirlers  Kathy & Bill Woodbeck 

Federation Life Member  Irene Hugo 

Liaison Office Alvin & Audrey H - Portage la Prairie 
 



Princess Elizabeth and Prince Phillip 

Eva Blyth noted 

It was 1951 that Princess Elizabeth and Prince Phillip travelled 

across Canada, and it was after her picture was shown in papers 

enjoying herself in a square - (costume and all) that there was a 

terrific trend upwards in square dancing! 

 

CANADIAN SQUARE AND DANCE SOCIETY 

 was formed and Thor Sigurdson of Emerson and Alvin Wilson 

will represent Manitoba on the Board. Thor was elected to the 

executive board which consists of 16 members 12 elected and 2 

appointed from the current convention committee and 2 from the 

next convention committee - (Ottawa - 1980). 

Life Membership 

In 1979 the Board of Directors voted unanimously in favour of 

granting Eva & Peter Blyth a Life Membership in the Manitoba 

Square Dance Federation (e.d.) for their outstanding 

contribution to square and round dancing in our area. 



Manitoba Square and Round Dance Federation 
THE CANADIAN SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE 

SOCIETY is making a concentrated effort to organize a 

National identity for square and round dancing and needs one 

governing body from each Province to make it work. Therefore, 

one Federation in Manitoba with a Joint board and chairman 

setting policy is desirable. Each division could still operate 

independently with its own President and executive committee. 

 

This body was formed at the first meeting of the Manitoba 

Square and Round Dance Federation, which took place in 

Treherne, Manitoba on October 22, 1983.  This new Federation 

is composed of Divisions - which will continue to operate 

basically, as they do now. The three divisions will be directed by 

a Board of Governors, with two representatives from each of the 

Divisions.  The Wilsons and Wongs represent the western 

Division, the Goochses and Haydens represent the Eastern 

Division, while the Windsors and Geysons represent the 

Parklands Division 









1986 Manisquare Subscriptions 
 

352 total, 67 free, and 352 paid. 
 

 

Allemande 8's 28 

Baba's Rounds 1 

Beausejour 2 

Beaus & Belles 2 

Bourkevale 15 

Carman Bar 8's 11 

Carousels 1 

Crocus Festival 1 

Daisy Chains 1 

Dryden Pine Tree Squares 1 

Fort Frances 9 

Flutterwheels 2 

Gateway Reelers 1 

Golden Rule 9 

Harmony Rounds 1 

Heritage Hoedowners 1 

Heritage Cloggers 1 

Oak Bluff 14 

Paws N Taws 29 

Plus Squares 1 

Portage La Prairie 3 

Rainy River 6 

Rhythm    Rounds 1 

Sashay 8's 4 

Swinging 69ers 4 

Unicity Squares 12 

Whir1away Westerners 7 

Direct Mail - City 112 

Direct Mail - Out of Town 54 

Exchange, libraries etc .. 

(Canada) 13 

Exchange U.S.A.. 5 
 







Fit week May 1991 

 

Saturday, 11 squares demonstrated at The Forks for the opening 

ceremony.  Dance leaders were Roy & Cora Haslund in the 

morning and Joyce Johnson calling with Donna Baba cueing in 

the afternoon. 

Monday at Garden City Mall 6 squares danced to Phil Roy, with 

Ron Baba cueing, and Betty Berglund leading the Red River 

Cloggers of Teulon. 

Tuesday at Polo Park, 5.5 squares danced to Fred Barnett with 

the Peppertree Cloggers led by Audrey McDonald. 

Wednesday at St Vital, 13 squares danced to Charlie and 
Carolynne McCullough, and Evelyn Ricard led the Heritage 

Cloggers. 

Thursday at Grant Park Mall 7 squares danced to Ernie 
Hollender and Lloyd Atkins; Ralph and Irene Vincent led the 

Richer group of Red River Cloggers. 

Friday  at Kildonan Place, Mitch and Marcia Blyth led the 

squares and rounds, with Audrey McDonald and the Peppertree 

Cloggers. 

Saturday at Kildonan Place, 5½ squares dance to Judy Huisman 

and Ron Johnson cueing.  Evelyn Picard led the Heritage 

Cloggers. 

 



Provincial Federation dance held in Treherne had 24 squares in 
attendance.  Problem arose as it was advertised as a mainstream 
dance but was mostly Plus.  Many dancers felt left out. 

Nov 9th 1991, Charlie McCullough called to 26 squares at the 
Memorial Dance raising $100 for the Memorial Bursary Fund. 

Feb 20 1993, in a report on dance attendance the following was 
noted: 

September 27.5 squares 

Oct 13 squares 
Nov 9 squares  Workshop 1 square 
Dec 25.5 squares 
Jan 18.5 squares Workshop 2 squares 
January  Round a Rama 40 couples 

October 16th, 1993, then President couple Dave and Carole 
Osborne report that they attended the 18th Crocus Festival on 
May 6, 7, and 8 with Mr Crocus Gary Shoemake, Wade Driver, 
and Ron Baba.  Unfortunately it was announced that this 
would be the last one.  However, Ron Baba and Thor 
Sigurdson announced they were starting the Manitoba Festival. 

Dancing at the Malls was discontinued in favour of dancing at 
The Forks on May 31st.  It was a demonstration of Square, 
Round, Line, and clogging. 

 





February 1995, first mention of using hearing enhancement 
devices for those with hearing issues.  Estimated cost of $1075. 

 

Come Together Jamboree 1995 - $30 a couple for dinner and 
dance and $20 for dance only. 

 

September 1996, this is the first appearance of Friends of 
Manisquare.  This is proven to be a big success for the support 
of the Manisquare. 

 

May 1997, first time the Manisquare refers to Eastern 
Manitoba Square and Round Dance Association rather than 
Eastern Division of Manitoba Square and Round Dance 
Federation. 

 



May 1997 
Manitoba Square and Round Dance Federation 

 - Eastern Division 

Was renamed 

 


